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GUILDHALLin YORK, on Toz5Dar, 
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'Samdtel Cowling, Grocer, William Kay, Grocer, 
John Thompſon, Joiner, || John Hardcaitle, Innholder, 
William Vincent, Watch- William Sanderſon, Sadaler, 

maker, Geo. Allen, Freeches-Maker, 
John Brown, Painter, Francis Benſon, Tallow- 
William Daniel, Grocer, Chandler, 
Matthias Roebuck, Gardener, || William Ellis, Baker,, 


COUNSEL. 


” For the Pr oſecution, MR. WITHERS, 
For the Priſoner, MR. SINCLAIR. 
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FIRST INDICTMENT. 


DWARD ROBINSON of the city of York, 

labourer, was indicted for having on Thur. 

day, the gth day of April 1789, ſeloniouſſy ſtolen 
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„„ 
from the dwelling-houſe of George Surr, in the 
pariſh of Saint Michael-le-Belfrey, in the ſaid 
city, one filver three gill tankard of the yalue of 
four pounds, and two ſilver gill mugs of the va- 
lue four pounds, the property of the ſaid George 
Surr, againſt the ſtatute, &c. 


ANN SPENCER 


Depoſed, That ſhe lived in April laſt with Mr. George 
Surr, who then kept the White Dog in Stonegate, 
Vork: That ſhe was the only maid-ſervant he then 
had: That on the Thurſday preceding the day on 
which the Priſoner was apprehended, he came to their 
houte ſhe believed betwixt the hours of five and fix) : 
That he went into the front- kitchen and ordered a pint 
of ale: That no perſon was then therein except herſelf 
and him: That he ſtaid about a quarter of an hour; 
ſhe left him there while he drank his liquor: That there 
were laid on the ſhelf in the kitchen two Fourpenny 
Silver Tankards—one Threerenny Silver 1 ankard—- 
four Silver Pints—and five vilver Gills ſhe ſaw them 
all when ſhe left the kitchen juſt before. He called 
her in to take care of the pint, out of which he had drank 
his ale, and went away. Soon after he was gone ſhe - 
miſſed two Gills: She then ran into the other kitchen 
and told her miſtreſs thereof, Her miſtreſs, twa or three 
minutes afterwards, acquainted her maſter : Her maſter 
then miſſed the Tankard. On the plate being produced 
— could not ſwear to theſe being what her maſter then 
loſt, | POM | | 


On her creſs-examination ſhe ſaid, It was poſſible that 
Wer might have coe into the front-kitchen, during 

obinſon's ſtay there, without her ſeeing them, and that 
he might have left the room without giving her charge 
of the pint, or even without her having ſeen him go away: 
That the reaſon of her being certain all the plate was 
there before Rob inſon came in, was, becauſe it ſtood in 
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| "a 0 on the ſhelf, and the ſhelf was full; had any beeti 
wWwantipg ſhe muſt have miſſed it She allowed ſhe did 

not ccaint the plate, and that ſhe had not the leaſt ſu ſpi- 
_ Eioft of the Priſoner at the bar: I hat the pint out of 

which he had his liquor was not one of the twelve pieces. 

placed on the ſhelf. On being queſtioned why ſhe did 
not miſs the Tankard as well as the Gills, he accounted 
for it by ſaying, Phat it was at the, end of the ſhelf; and 
when he found the Gills were wanting, ſhe ran imme 
diately to acquaint her miſtreſs without examining far- 
ther She knew the Priſoner by fight, and knew that he 
was Mr. Wilkinſon's ſervant, but did not recollect he had 
ever been in their houſe, except in the courſe of that week, 
when he had been there two or three times. 


THOMAS ROBSON, the Conſtable, 


Depoſed, That having received from the Right Hon. 
the Lord Mayor, a warrant to ſearch the apartment 
of Edward Robinſon the Priſoner, he went on Satur- 
day, the 1ith of April, to the houſe of Mr. Wilkin- 
ſon, Manager-of the Theatre- Royal, in Blakeſtreet, {to 
whom the !riſoner was ſervant) and on examining the 
Priſoner's lodging-room there, found a large box, in 
which was incloſed another. On opening that he diſ- 
covered a Tankard and two Gills, which he produced in 
court. They were very carefully packed in fine cotton. 
He has had them in his cuſtody ever fince. A white- 
ſmith was ſent for, who picked the locks of both the 
boxes. | | 


Mr. GEORGE SURR, 


On looking at the three pieces of plate, knew them to 
be his, notwithſtanding the marks had hen vbliterat :d, 
apparently by a file; for he had had the ankard upwards of 
thirty years; it had been in conſtant uſe, and he had ad 
it in his hands almoſt every day during that eri ne 


of ihe Gilli he had above twenty years c d fafcly 
ſwear to it-—he has the fellow of it—he knew it, amongſt 
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other marks, by a bruiſe which he had obſerved before, 
and is quite ſure it is that he loſt : He ſaw them in his 
| houſe on the gth of April laſt, betwixt four and five 
o'clock in the afternoon: He uſed the Tankard then, 
and ſet it by after he had ſerved his cuſtomer : He then 
went out, ſtayed perhaps about twenty minutes, and re- 
turned before fix o'clock; as ſoon as he came in, his 


wife and maid-ſervant told him that two Silver Gilis 


were gane—he immediately went into the kitchen and 
miſſed the Tankard alſo: He is certain he had not lent 


them to any one: He then went to the Lord Mayor— — 


got ſearch-warrants, and examined ſeveral] ſuſpicious 
houſes, but could not find his property. On Friday 
evening he went again to the Lord Mayor, and ac- 
quainted him with his ſuſpicions of the Priſoner—got 
a warrant to ſearch his lodgings, and on the Monday 
following ſaw his plate in Robſon's poſſeſſion, at the 
. Guildhall. | SEES 


Being croſs-examined he ſaid, That the neweſt of the 
Gills he bought about three years ago of Meſſrs. Hamp- 
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ſton and Prince: That at that time they might probably 


have ſeveral of the ſame ſize, pattern, and price in their 
poſſeſſion: That, though therefore difficult to ſwear to, 
yet from the conſtant uſe it had been in, he was con- 
vinced it was his. Had he not known he had loſt the 
plate, he is certain he could have challenged the old Gill 
and the Tankard had they been laid in this Hall; and 
believes he could have done the ſame reſpecting the new 
Gill. His maid-ſervant told him none but Mr. Wil- 
kinſon's man had been there, and even after that he had 
not the ſlighteſt ſuſpicion that he was the thief. The 
plate was above the value of Forty Shillings. 


ELEANOR MILLS 


Is maid-fervant to Mr. Wilkinſon, lived with him in 


April laſt; recollects, on the 11th of that month, the con- 


ſtable came to ſearch Edward (the f riſoner)'s lodgings 
the ſaw many boxes in his room—was preſent when the 
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box, in which the plate was found, was opened - does not 
know whether it was there before or not, but believes it 
to be Edward's. She has lived two years with Mr. 
Wilkinſon. 5 2 27 
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Tu PRISONER wiſhed to leave his Defence to his 
Counſel ; but begged Mr..Surr might be aſked, If in the 
hand-bill he had diſtributed, deſcribing his plate, he had 
not ſtated, That the Gills were marked on the handle, and 
it now appears one of them was marked on the body? 
Mr. Surr accounted for this by ſaying, That he cer- 
tainly had done fo by miſtake, which miſtake he did not 
diſcover till it was pointed out to him by his maid-ſervant, 
and then he recollected he had done. wrong; however he 
was certain the Gill was his. | N 


JONATHAN ROBINSON 


Depoſed, That he lives at Pallathorpe, in the pariſh 
_ of Bolton Percy, about eight miles from York, is a far- 
mer, and had the Priſoner reſide with him eleven or 
twelve years; has known him ever ſince, and would have 
truſted him with any thing: That he then had a good 
character. After he left him he lived three years at Leeds, 
and fix years ſince with Mr. Wilkinſon. Before this af- 
fair he never heard any thing againſt his honeſty. 


JOSEPH FOSTER 


Is a farmer at Oxton, near Tadcaſter ; has known the 
Priſoner twenty years very much; he has always had a very 
good character; never knew any imputation againſt him. 


- THOMAS JOHNSON 


ad been about Jonathan Robinſon's houſe thirty years, 
and had known the Priſoner from a child ; he was al- 
ways reputed honeſt, and was extremely well behaved. 


„ JOSEPH ATKINSON . 
Reſides at Leeds, and has known the Priſoner for the 
laſt eight years: Knew him when he lived there with Mrs, 


Sullivan, who is now abroad; was well acquainted with 
him, and he always had a good character. 


JOHN RAWSON 


Is a printer at Hull, and has known the Priſoner very 
well for the laſt ſix years; he had a very good character. 
He has been about Mr. Rawſon's houſe conſtantly three 
or four times à day, has repeatedly been left in a room 
in which there was a large ſilver tankard, twelve ſpoons, 
&c. and he never took any thing from him. 


GEORGE WALLIS 


Is a gun- ſmith at Hull; has known the Priſoner the 
laſt three years, is perfectly acquainted with him, and 
would have truſted him with untold gold: Has a cabinet 
of gold and ſilver medals, and other valuables, the keys 
of which the Priſoner has frequently had in his poſſeſſion, 
and he never wronged him of any thing. | 


Mr. TATE WILKINSON 


Depoſed, That the Priſoner had been his ſervant for 
fix years; preceding that time he had lived three years 
with Mrs. Sullivan, now in Italy: That he had, during 
the whole of that period, been perfectly ſatisfied as to his 
honeſty, ſobriety, and civility : TI hat he was careleſs and 
fooliſhly fond of dreſs, but thoſe he believed to be his 
only faults : That he had been frequently entruſted with 
the box in which Mr. WYykinſon conveys the money he 
receives at the theatre in one town when he removes to 
another: He recollects once having by miſtake left this 
box when he went to Wakefield, and he ſent Edward 
back to York for it: He brought it ſafe; and ſo firm an 
opinion had he then of his honeſty, that if he had told 


fa) 


him he had been robbed, and the box taken from him, 
he ſhould have believed it. Mrs. Wilkinſon has repeat- 
edly ſent him with bills of Exchange, incloſed in letters, to 
the Poſt-Office, and they have always arrived ſafe at the 
place of their deſtination : So confident was he of his in- 
nocency, that, when the conſtable came with the ſearch- 
warrant, he himſelf ſent for the whiteſmith to break open 
Edward's boxes (and had there been fifty boxes he ſhould 
have done the ſame), convinced that nothing would be 
found to criminate him ; but he was aſtoniſhed when he 
ſaw their contents. He has received from Mr. Becket, 
Mr. Lodge, and Mrs. Lodge (Mrs. Sullivan's mother), 
the moſt ſatisfactory account of the Priſoner's conduct 
during his reſidence in that family: Whilſt there, he had 
a ſevere illneſs, and they ordered a phyſician and apothe- 
cary to attend him. | 


After a moſt admirable charge from the Judge, the 
Jury retired for about a quarter of an hour, and returned 
with a VERDICT= GUILTY. 
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SECOND INDICTMENT. 


DWARD ROBINSON of the city of York, 
| | labourer, was indicted for feloniouſly and 
privately ſtealing from the ſhop of Thomas Wilſon, 
in the pariſh of All-Saints, Pavement, in the 
ſaid city, one printed Latin book, called Terence, 
of the value of one ſhilling ; three volumes of one 
other printed Engliſh book, called Oldham's 
Works, of the value of one ſhilling; one other 
printed book, called Thomſon's Seaſons, of the 
value of one ſhilling; one other printed book, 
called Thomſon' Poems, of the value of one ſhil- 
ling; two volumes of one other printed book, 
called Pope's Works, of the value of two. ſhil- 
lings; one other printed book, called Denham's 
Poems, of the value of one ſhilling, and one other 
printed book, called Otway's Plays, of the value. 
of one ſhilling, the property of the ſaid Thomas 
Wilſon, againſt the ſtatute, &c. 


THOMAS ROBSON 


Devoted, That he took the ſeveral articles mentioned in 
the indictment, and now produced by him, out of the 
Priſoner's box in his lodging-room at Mr. Wilkinſon's 


houſe. 


Mr. THOMAS WILSON 


Depoſed, That the Priſoner had frequent occaſions to 
come to his ſhop on errands from Mr. Wilkinſon; and, 


on looking at the books, knew them to be his property : 
Some of them by particular marks, which he deſcribed ; 


and the remainder, by having now in his — the 


*\ US 3 
| ſets of books to which the volumes of Pope and Thom-. 
ſon (found in Robinſon's poſſeſſion) belonged : He could 
not be certain that theſe books were in his "ſhop at any 
period ſince . laſt, not having had a ſuſpicion they had 


deen ſtolen from him, till he was informed on the 15th 
of April, that they were in the conſtable's poſſeſſion 
at the Guildhall. On acquainting the Court that he 
believed the other witneſſes could not ſpecify any par- 
ticular time, ſubſequent. to that above-mentioned, when 
they could abſolutely ſwear they had ſeen the books, the 
Judge thought it unneceſſary to go on with the trial, and 
therefore directed the Jury to acquit the Priſoner. 


VERDpICTNOT GUILTY. 
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THIRD INDICTMENT. 
A E. a ROBINSON of the city of York, 


labourer, was indicted for having feloni- 


'S ouſly ſtolen from the dwelling-houſe of Ann 
Hy Wriggleſworth, in the pariſh of St. Martin, in 
Coney-ſtreet, in the ſaid city, one large ſilver 


perty of the ſaid Ann Wrigglelworth, againſt me 
ſtatute, &c. 


GEORGE RICHARDSON 


Depoſed, That he is waiter at the George Inn in Con- 

neyſtreet, York, kept by Mrs. Ann Wriggleſworth : 
That on the 27th, or 28th of March laſt, the Priſoner 
came into their bar, bet wixt eleven and twelve o' clock 

in the forenoon, and called for a glaſs of wine and bitters: 
That he left in the room the Priſoner, and a young man 
who fetched the wine; —the PFriſoner ſtayed about ten 
minutes, and then went away. At eleven at night, on 
the 28th, he miſſed a large Sauce- Boat, but imagining it 
might be left at Mr. Chetwynd Stapleton's (a gentle- 
man who lodged at Mr. Browne's in Coneyſtreet, who 
they ſerved with victuals), he thought no more of it till 
the next morning, when on enquiry at Mr. Stapleton's, 
he learnt it was not there, He is not certain that he 
ſaw the Sauce-Boat that day, but believes he carried it 
the day before to Mr. Stapletan's:—Plate has been 
1 conſtantly left there. He thinks the boat produced his 
* miſtreſs's property, from its reſemblance to another now 

= in her cuſtody, but cannot poſitively ſwear to it. 


THOMAS ROBSON 


Produced a Sauce- Boat, found in the Priſoner's box on 
the ſearch mentioned on the former trials. 
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fauce-boat, of the value of three pounds, the pro- 
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Mrs. ANN WRIGGLESW ORT H, 


On examining the Sauce- Boat produced by Robſon, 
believes it to be her property; ſhe knows it by a bulge, 
and produces the fellow to it: She bought them, ſecond 
hand, eight years ago, and gave ſix pounds for them; 
ſhe therefore thinks that ſhe loſt muſt be worth uſwards 
of forty ſhillings. She has every night the plate locked 
up in her wine-cellar, and takes the key of the cellar to 
her bed-room. She ſaw the Sauce-Boat on the 26th 
of March, but did not miſs it till the 28th. The pri- 
ſoner has ſome times come to her houſe to enquire con- 
cerning places in the coaches, &c. when Mr. Wilkinſon 
was about removing from York. She never had any 
ſuſpicion of him. | 


JOHN WHITEHEAD, 


Book-keeper to Mrs. Wriggleſworth, depoſed, That 
| his miſtreſs had only two large ſilver Sauce-Boats; but 
cannot ſwear that produced by Robſon is one of them. 
He carried the plate into the cellar on the 27th, but is 
not certain if both the Boats were then there, as they 

were ſometimes left at Mr. Stapleton's. 1 


PRISONE R', DEFENCE. 


« ] AM quite innocent.“ 


— 


After a few minutes deliberation, the Jury returned 
with a VERDpicT of —GUILTY, to the value of THIRTY- 
NINE SHILLINGS. | 8 
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Five other Bills of Indiftment were found againſt the 
Priſoner, rr offences, on the . proſecution of Mr. 
John Ringroſe; Mr. Thomas Grice;—Mr. Ambroſe 


Batty ;—Mr. William «napton ;—and Mr. George 
Smithſon, but on theſe he was not tried. 1 


5 * Ty 
SENTENCE, 


. JuDGx, in a moſt pathetic manner, inform- 
ed the Priſoner, © That he had been convicted by 
*« a ſenſible and humane jury of a crime, by 
* which his life became forfeited to the offended 
“laws of his country. He had been convicted 
© on evidence clear and ſatisfactory: It was a 
« melancholy reflection, that a perſon who had 
4 for a great part of his life borne an irreproach- 
c able character, ſhould have ſuffered his evil in- 
« clinations ſo far to have prevailed, as to have 
permitted him to commit theſe depredations 
© on his neighbours. He was afraid that that 
„good character (a character confirmed by the 
« evidence of his maſter, and the other reſpect- 
able perſons who appeared on his trial) had 
« been the means of enabling him to carry on 
* his nefarious proceedings without ſuſpicion, 
and hitherto with impunity. It was ne- 
« ceflary that publicans ſhould have every 
protection which the law could give them 
„for that property, which, from the nature 
« of their buſineſs, was more expoſed to the 
„hand of the pilferer than any other; and 
&« that it, therefore, occaſionally became neceſ- 
« ſary to puniſh, in the moſt exemplary manner, 
« thoſe who offended in this reſpect. He was 
afraid it was not in his power to flatter him 
« with any hopes of mercy, and therefore re- 
« commended him moſt ſincerely to entreat for- 
„ gliveneſs of that Being on whom his future 


« happineſs depended. The laſt, and moſt pain- 
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ful 7 of his duty was, to paſs on him the 

« awful ſentence of the law, which was, That he, 
„Edward Robinſon, ſhould be taken hence to 
e the place from whence he came, and to be 
e eee thence to the place of execution, and 
there to be hung by the neck till he ſhall be 

« dead.” 


Of the behaviour of this unfortunate man du- 
ring his trial, a very few words will ſuffice: It 
was in every reſpect proper. On being queſtion- 
ed what he had to ſay why judgment of death 
ſhould not be pronounced againſt him, he im- 
plored moſt earneſtly and feelingly for mercy, 
entreating the Court not to puniſh him with 

death, and his future life ſhould make atone- 
ment for all that was paſſed. 

Since his condemnation, his conduct has alſo ' 
been exemplary : He has been attended by the 
Rev. Mr. Parker, who reports that he has been 
as penitent, and has evinced as much contrition 
for his offences as man could poſſibly do. 

The humane Judge, before whom he was 
tried, having mercifully remitted his ſentence to 
Tranſportation for LIFE, let us hope that the 

future behaviour of the criminal may be as ex- 
emplary as it has hitherto been blamable. 


( 


1 FINIS. 


